
The Girls Group at Jefferson Academic 
Center recently held a military drive to 

benefit U.S. servicemen and women in 
Afghanistan. Members collected items 
such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
playing cards, snacks, hot chocolate, 
magazines, and homemade cards 
for the troops in an effort to brighten 
their spirits. Their efforts resulted in 

10 boxes of items. Thank you, girls!
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Fernando Sanchez is the New York winner in the 51st Annual New 
York State Career Development Association (NYSCDA) Poetry 
and Poster Contest. Fernando has attended the Adult Education 
Literacy Program in Brentwood since 2015 and is studying to take 
his high school equivalency diploma. Fernando resides in Brentwood. 
His goal is to become a computer web designer and work from home.
Administrative Coordinator for Literacy Linda Guijarro and Adult Education 
Literacy Teacher Mary Myer were aware of Fernando’s talent for writing poetry  
and suggested he submit a poem into the NYSCDA poetry contest. Fernando’s 
poem entry was The Music and The Movie that Can’t Talk. 
He says he finds solace and peace when he listens to music and when he goes to the 
movies and those were the feelings he conveyed in his poem. Fernando loves school 
and feels that he has found his voice through poetry. 
Fernando was surprised and very happy to be the New York winner. He received a 
certificate from NYSCDA and a monetary award.

NEW YORK STATE WINNER
51st Annual NYSCDA Poetry and Poster Contest

Fernando 
 Sanchez, New York  

winner of the NYSCDA Poetry and 
Poster Contest, is pictured with 
Administrative Coordinator for 

Literacy Linda Guijarro and Adult 
Ed Literacy Teacher Mary Myer.
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As has been shared in emails and faculty meetings over the course of 
this year, we are in the midst of a reaccreditation process through the 
Middle States Association. This has involved obtaining input from our 
stakeholders (Board Members, ESBOCES staff, students, parents, and 
component school districts) through surveys.  The process has also 
included analyzing this data and engaging in a process of self-study.  
This information is being reviewed and discussed at meetings with 

our Strategic Planning Steering Committee.  We will be sharing that 
information with all of our stakeholders when the analysis is complete.
It is exciting to engage in a process that defines what our direction 
will be for the next seven years.  We look forward to the Middle States 
Association’s Reaccreditation Team visit at the beginning of May. 
Listed below are the individuals who are part of our Strategic Planning 
Steering Committee:

ESBOCES REACCREDITATION WORK

NAME MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATION POSITION
Mr. Keith Anderson Administrative Council ESBOCES Director of Facilities

Ms. Leah Arnold Administrative Council ESBOCES Director of Career, Technical & Adult Education

Dr. Vincent Butera District/Budget Planning Chairperson 
– BOCES Instructional Programs Bayport-Blue Point UFSD Superintendent

Ms. Lorraine Connor Technology & Integration ESBOCES Network & Systems Spec. II

Dr. John Coverdale Higher Education Representative Stony Brook University Faculty Director Human Resource Mgmt. Program, Society 
for H.R. Mgmt. Student Chapter Advisor

Ms. Kate Davern Administrative Council ESBOCES Director of Education & Information Support Services

Ms. Marie Davis CTE Graduate ESBOCES Principal

Ms. Barbara Egloff CTE & Adult Ed. ESBOCES Divisional Administrator for Career, Technical & Adult Ed. 

Ms. Tina Fisher UPSEU Union Representative ESBOCES President, UPSEU

Ms. Adrienne Fortounas Adult Education ESBOCES Head Clerk

Dr. Roberta Gerold District/Budget Planning Chairperson 
– Administration Middle Country CSD Superintendent

Ms. Marisa Giovan CTE Parent Representative ESBOCES Parent

Ms. Susan Goltz ADSUP Union Representative ESBOCES President, ADSUP

Ms. Colleen Lipponer Administrative Council ESBOCES Director of Business Services

Dr. Julie Davis Lutz Administrative Council ESBOCES Chief Operating Officer

Ms. Susan Maddi Administrative Services ESBOCES Director of Administrative Services

Dr. Craig Markson Higher Education Representative Stony Brook University Assistant Dean for Professional & Career Development

Mr. Ken Marlborough Human Resources ESBOCES Program Administrator

Dr. Patricia McCabe Communications and Research ESBOCES Administrative Coordinator for Communications & Research

Ms. Christine McNally Health Sciences ESBOCES Adult Nursing Instructor

Dr. R. Terri McSweeney Administrative Council ESBOCES Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources

Mr. Dominick Mupo Regional Information Center ESBOCES Manager of Technical Services

Mr. Grant Nelsen Administrative Council ESBOCES Director of Technology Integration

Ms. Sarah Peck Student Data Services ESBOCES Teacher of Elementary Education (SDE)

Ms. Gina Reilly Administrative Council ESBOCES Director of Special Education

Ms. Darlene Roces Administrative Council ESBOCES Director of Regional Information Center

Ms. Elaine Romeyk Administrative Intern/Internal Coordinator ESBOCES Business Manager I (Transportation)

Mr. Ryan Ruf Administrative Council ESBOCES Associate Superintendent for Management Services

Ms. Susan Schnebel District/Budget Planning Chairperson 
– RIC & EISS Islip UFSD Superintendent

Dr. Hector Sepulveda Higher Education Representative Suffolk Community College Associate Dean of Academic Affairs – Brentwood Campus

Dr. Peggie Staib Administrative Council ESBOCES Associate Superintendent for Educational Services

Mr. Ray Stenberg BEES Union Representative ESBOCES First Vice President, BEES

Mr. Alan Van Cott Administrative Council ESBOCES Superintendent in Residence

Dr. Candace White-Ciraco Administrative Council/Internal Coordinator ESBOCES Director of Planning & Program Improvement/Agency 
Internal Coordinator

Mr. David Wicks Administrative Council ESBOCES District Superintendent
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Last year, students and teachers from six programs at 
Islip Career Center (ICC) came together to collaborate 
on a tractor restoration project. This endeavor not only 
involved the skills of multiple students, but the results will 
benefit the entire school when the renewed vehicle is put 
to use. ICC is an ESBOCES school that provides special 
career education services to students with special needs. 
Work began last spring on a 1974 Ford tractor that 
had been left outside for years, was encased in rust, 
and wouldn’t start. Vehicular Maintenance and Repair 
students refurbished the engine, Auto Body Repair 

and Refinishing students prepped the surface for paint 
and completed a showroom-worthy paint job. Students 
from Welding assisted with necessary repairs and 
Computer Graphics students produced attractive decals. 
Horticulture students will now learn to use the tractor 
to move compost and prepare a plot of land for large 
crops, such as pumpkins and sunflowers. All this was 
made possible because Lisa Konnerth, Canine Careers 
teacher, applied for several grants to fund the project 
and collaborated with colleagues.

STUDENTS RESTORE 34-YEAR-OLD TRACTOR; 
GAIN HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE

BEFORE:

AFTER:



Deazia, 
Comsewogue 

UFSD, and Vanessa, 
South Country CSD, use the stretcher.

The Health Related 
Occupations class poses 

with Patty Manfredonia.

Lainey, West 
Islip UFSD, and 
Jessica, Connetquot 
CSD, learn about the ambulance 
company from Patty Manfredonia, Commissioner 
of Community Ambulance Company of Sayville.

Jessica 
and Madeline 

(foreground), West 
Islip UFSD, tour the inside of 

an ambulance with Patty Manfredonia.
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The Health Related Occupations students in Deirdre Kroupa’s 
class from Islip Career Center recently visited the Community 
Ambulance Company in Sayville. An experienced EMT 
gave them an in-depth tour, demonstrated how to 
use specialized equipment, took them inside the 
ambulances, and discussed career options. Field trips 
and opportunities to speak with industry experts are 
what makes ESBOCES students #FutureReady.

HEALTH RELATED OCCUPATIONS 
VISITS AMBULANCE COMPANY



World War II Veteran Douglas 
Cox is pictured with ESBOCES 

Physical Education Teacher 
Chris Poplaski, Bay Shore UFSD 

student Isaiah, and ESBOCES 
Teacher Assistant Dave Rosman.
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Students and staff at Centereach Academic Center 
honored veterans who served in World War II, Vietnam, 
and Korea at a Salute Our Veterans and Thanksgiving 
luncheon. Special Education and Social Studies Teacher 
Zachary Gallo said, “The luncheon was a time to thank 
the veterans and spend time with them.”
Honorees included Roger Kilfoil from the Honor Flight 
Program; Douglas Cox, World War II Veteran;  
Michael Chierico, Vietnam War Veteran;  
Derrick Sperling,  
Air Force 
Veteran; 

Michael Calderone, Army Veteran; Brian Darren, 
Vietnam War Veteran; and Matthew McGiff, active duty 
service member.
Ninety-two-year-old World War II veteran Douglas Cox 
spoke of his experiences as an aeronautical engineer 
during World War II and shared how he transported 
supplies between Hawaii and other locations within  
the Pacific.
In his closing remarks, Physical Education Teacher Chris 
Poplaski said, “It can’t be said enough. Thank you to 
the veterans and to those actively serving. You are the 
heroes that inspire us to do great things.”

Students in the Carpentry Class were inspired to 
create a patriotic clock made from repurposed 

materials which was donated to the VA 
Hospital in Northport.

HEROES THAT INSPIRE STUDENTS

Douglas Cox  
displays his  

Honorable Discharge 
certificate from the  
United States Navy.

Veterans,  
ESBOCES staff,  
and active duty service  
members gather around the  
patriotic clock created by the students 
for the VA Hospital.
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High school students from Centereach Academic Center (CAC) visited 
Jefferson Academic Center (JAC) to support and assist sixth grade 
students in an art project. Art Teacher Jean Kleifgen-Guli said, “This 
project gave students from Centereach the opportunity to use the skills 
they are learning such as responsibility and patience, to mentor the 
sixth graders at Jefferson.” 
Kleifgen-Guli chose a fall scene for the students to work on and led 
them through a series of simple steps to create their own personal 
masterpiece. She said, “Art provides an outlet for expression. It boosts 
creativity, self-esteem, relieves stress, and helps with empathy and 
tolerance.”
The tables at JAC were ready to go when the 
CAC students arrived. They were covered with 
plastic tablecloths, paper plate palettes on 
which the students could arrange and mix 
their paint, and paint brushes. The tables 
accommodated 30 students allowing 
them to paint simultaneously in this 
group art mentoring project. 
Students learned how to mix colors 
and use traditional brushes. They also 
painted using plastic forks. “Painting 
with a plastic fork is different and fun 
and allows a student to add texture. It 
worked very well when the students 
painted on the leaves,” said 
Kleifgen-Guli.

MENTORING THROUGH ART

Antonio, a student from 
Patchogue-Medford UFSD, 

completed the sky and the 
autumn leaves and is ready to 

remove the masking tape and 
add detail to the trees.

DeAni, a student from 
William Floyd UFSD, applies 

masking tape to Richard’s 
canvas so he can begin his fall 

art project. Richard is a student 
from Commack UFSD.Algina, a student from 

Riverhead CSD, writes 
Antonio’s name on the back 

of his canvas. Antonio is a 
student from Patchogue-

Medford UFSD.

Jagger, a student from 
Port Jefferson UFSD, 

removed the masking tape 
and is adding details to the white 

birch trees using black strokes.

Art Teacher 
Jean Kleifgen-Guli 

displays the completed 
fall scene so the students 

can see what it will look 
like when it is done.
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Facilities  
Maintenance  

students renovated  
this outdoor space at the  

Harry B. Ward Technical Center  
      in Riverhead.

The Facilities Maintenance students at the Harry B. Ward 
Technical Center recently rebuilt and refurbished a large 
outdoor area on campus that was designated to be torn 
down. This project was two years in the making and 
provided a forum for students to put to work the skills 
they use inside the classroom. These students participate 
in an ESBOCES program that provides special career 
education services to students with special needs.  

The skills and experience students gain may enable  
them to obtain entry-level employment. 
Before it was in need of maintenance, a large, 60-foot 
outdoor area surrounded by an overhang and a four-
foot-high, half-wall was a popular place for staff and 
students to spend downtime. To renovate the area, 
students removed the old wall and built another from 
the ground up. They added siding and painted it, and 
also constructed a walkway from the building made of 
pavers, and landscaped the nearby grounds. The next 
phase includes building a wooden deck directly over 

the cement slab under the overhang and possibly 
screening in the area.

FACILITIES MAINTENANCE STUDENTS 
REBUILD OUTDOOR AREA

From left:  
Antione, East  
Hampton UFSD;  
Zephaniah, Riverhead CSD;  
Gus, Southold UFSD; Carlos, Southhold 
UFSD; Tyreik, William Floyd UFSD; and 
Anthony, Riverhead CSD.



Raymond, Brentwood  
UFSD, added an axle 

and CDs for wheels.  
He’s spinning the 

axle and testing 
the alignment 

and balance.
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Students in the Technology Class at the 
Jefferson Academic Center researched and 
designed their own mousetrap racer cars 
for an interclass competition. Each student 
constructed a race car using a mousetrap as 
the propulsion mechanism. 
Students prepared for this project by 
studying transportation, the movement of 
people or commodities from one place 
to another. By applying the science of air 
flow and understanding the technology 
and engineering needed to create an 
aerodynamic vehicle, the students were 
able to increase speed and reduce drag on 

their mousetrap racers. 
Technology Teacher Ramesh Nathai said, 

“The students needed to find harmony and 
balance with the materials they used. The 

challenge was to create a car that was both 
light and heavy. The car that traveled the longest 

distance in a straight line would be the winner.”
The design process used in the Technology Class is 

constant: first identify the problem, brainstorm, create 
a design, build it, test and evaluate it, then possibly 
modify and share solutions. Raymond, a student from 
Brentwood UFSD, said, “I learned how 
to make things more 
aerodynamic, and 
I learned about 
alternate forms 
of energy. I’m 
really excited 
to do tech 
every day.”

MOUSETRAP RACE CARS  
AND STEM

Angelina, Rocky Point 
UFSD, drew cross points 
on a piece of wood to find 

the center, then drilled a 
hole so she can attach the 

wheels to the axle of  
her mousetrap racer car.

Nahkim, William Floyd UFSD, 
created a streamlined mousetrap 

racer. He modified the 
propulsion mechanism by 
using fishing line instead 

of string. He needed 
something stronger 

because the string kept 
breaking under pressure.

For more news and information about  
Eastern Suffolk BOCES,  
please visit our website: www.esboces.org

Follow ESBOCES on

Download 
our 

mobile app!
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Brayan Miguel, 
Riverhead CSD, 

STEM High School 
engineering student, 

conceptualized a self-contained 
musket cartridge to allow soldiers 

to rapidly reload.

Jared Voegele, 
South Country CSD, 

STEM High School engineering 
student, explains how to redesign shoes for 
soldiers during the American Revolution.

Engineering students at the STEM High School recently gave 
presentations in their U.S. History class to showcase their ideas on 
how to substantially enhance common items from the 
time of the American Revolution using the 
engineering design process. 
Social Studies Teacher Lindsay 
Schultz developed this project 
as a way for her students to 
begin to think and problem 
solve like engineers. 
Students were restricted 
to the use of materials 
available during that time 
period. Jared Voegele, 
South Country CSD, 
focused on shoes because 
the ones worn by many soldiers 
were not made to withstand long-
term exposure to inclement weather 
and the level of use to which they were 
subjected. This left many infantrymen exposed 
to conditions that led to disease, illness, and injury.  Jared 
suggested a new design that consisted of sturdier leather and 
replacing laces with buckles. 
Brayan Miguel, Riverhead CSD, unveiled a self-contained 
cartridge system for muskets that would cut loading time 
down to a few seconds since it encompassed 
the bullet, gun powder, and cotton, 
which is used to ignite the 
powder. These elements 
would no longer have to 
be loaded individually, 
increasing efficiency.

ENGINEERING STUDENTS 
TACKLE TECHNOLOGY FROM 
THE U.S. REVOLUTION

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here

Science, Technology,
Engineering, MathematicsSTEM
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Students in the Pharmacy Tech Program at the Academy 
at Bixhorn Technical Center teamed up with the New 
York Blood Center to host a blood drive which was 
extremely successful. This was the second of four blood 
drives to be held over the course of the school year.
Pharmacy Tech Teacher Laurie Jessen said, “We 
exceeded our expectations; 136 units of blood were 
donated which equates to 408 lives saved.”
A full-day assembly was held to rally the students to 
step-up and donate. The presentation hit close 
to home because local 
residents in the 

video that was shown at the assembly were recipients 
of blood from the NY Blood Center. Jessen said, “The 
students saw children from East Islip and Huntington 
who were blood recipients. They are alive and doing 
well because of the transfusions they received. These 
are people from the local community and our neighbors 
who were helped. It really had a strong effect on the 
students.”
Pharmacy Tech student Antonio Montanez, Brentwood 
UFSD, said, “I’m giving blood to help the lives of others. 

I want to give especially because 
there are some people 

who cannot give.”

TEAM BLOOD DRIVE SAVES 408 LIVES

Team Blood Drive  
from left to right: Daniel Jara,  
Patchogue-Medford UFSD; Pharmacy Tech  
Teacher Laurie Jessen; Riley Baker, Patchogue-Medford UFSD; Chelsea Ramon, 
Patchogue-Medford UFSD; Jayquan Gaines, Central Islip UFSD; Luis Moran-Cantera, 
Patchogue-Medford UFSD; and Francisco Hernandez, Patchogue-Medford UFSD.

Teamwork proves to be the winning 
formula for the STEM High School 

Robotics teams. At a recent 
VEX Robotics Competition, 

our two teams (Tesla 
Titans and Iron 

Giants) joined forces 
with a team from 
another school 
to combine their 
robotics might 

and know-how 
into an unbeatable 

powerhouse, winning 
the tournament.  

Amazing job, students!

WINNERS’ CIRCLE

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here

Science, Technology,
Engineering, MathematicsSTEM
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TOP HONORS AT GNYADA 
REGIONAL AND STATE 
COMPETITION
John Deluca, Shoreham-Wading River CSD, and Evan 
Wagner, Eastport-South Manor CSD, Auto Technology 
students from the Academy at Ward Technical Center 
(WTC) in Riverhead, competed and placed first in the 
Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association 
(GNYADA) Regional Competition held on 
January 12, 2017, at the GNYADA Center in 
Whitestone, Queens. 
They went on to compete at the 
GNYADA State Competition and 
took first place again. They will now 
move on to nationals for a shot at 
another top honor.
Second place winners, also from 
the Academy at WTC, were 
Sean Hall, Mattituck-Cutchogue 
UFSD, and Caleb-John Mason, 
Westhampton Beach UFSD.
Each student will receive substantial 
scholarships to attend five notable 
technical colleges and institutes.

Pictured from 
left to right: Auto 

Technology Teacher Mr. 
Michael O’Hara; Charles 

Miller, East Hampton UFSD; 
Sean Hall, Mattituck-Cutchogue 

UFSD; Caleb-John Mason, Westhampton 
Beach UFSD; John Deluca, Shoreham-Wading 

River CSD; Evan Wagner, Eastport-South Manor CSD;  
and Auto Technology Teacher Mr. Nicholas Mascola.

GNYADA  
State Competition  

first place winners Evan Wagner,  
Eastport-South Manor CSD, and John  

DeLuca, Shoreham-Wading River CSD, with  
      their Auto Technology Teacher Mike O’Hara.  

              Each student also received a check for $2,000.

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here
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Cindy Cepeda, a student 
from Middle Country CSD, 
enjoys a beef roll made by 
Sabira Rahman, a student 

from Connetquot CSD.

Clinical Medical Assisting Teacher Deborah Leedham 
added an interesting twist to the celebration of food 
and cultural diversity in her classroom at the Academy 
at Milliken Technical Center. She tasked her students to 

explain how the food they brought in might interact with 
medications. 

Students in this program are learning about 
anatomy and physiology, standard precautions, 

clinical and diagnostic procedures, and other 
basic training in medical assisting to gain 
employment in places such as hospitals, 
skilled nursing facilities, medical offices, and 
laboratories. Leedham said, “Most people 
know that medications can interact with 
other medications, but sometimes food 
can affect how medication works. I wanted 
my students to share the food from their 

culture, then take the next step and educate 
themselves and the other students in the 

program with information about the possible 
interactions or side effects the food may have 

with medications.”
Anyone eating the cheesy ziti might be concerned that 

it was high in calcium because of the dairy products 
used to make it, thus reducing the absorption and 

decreasing the effectiveness of certain antibiotics. 
“That’s why when a medication stipulates, “Take 

on an empty stomach” or “Take with food,” 
it’s important to heed the instructions,” said 
Leedham.
Beef rolls call for a variety of spices such as 
cumin, cardamom, coriander, and turmeric 
in the recipe. Turmeric, sometimes referred 
to as the “golden spice,” is said to have 
some health benefits but it may interact with 

medications that slow blood clotting.
In addition to eating well—what with the 

plethora of dishes—ziti, beef rolls, stuffed 
shells, quiche, empanadas, and even 

vegan cookies, the students learned 
how important it is, as future clinical 

medical assistants, to suggest that 
patients talk with their pharmacist 
about the safety of taking 
medications with food.

CULTURAL DIVERSITY, FOOD, 
AND MEDICAL INTERACTIONS

Students  
Jennifer Nolasco,  
Babylon UFSD, Nicole Weeks, 
Connetquot CSD, and Nylah Serrao,  
      Babylon UFSD, fill their plates with 
                   food from different cultures.

Sienna Morales,  
a student from  

Middle Country CSD,  
brought in empanadas — 

a favorite in Puerto Rico.

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here



13

Community members lined up to be pampered by the 
Cosmetology students at the Academy at Ward Technical 
Center in Riverhead. They indulged themselves with 
special salon services such as a manicure, haircut, paraffin 
treatment, or thermal styling, all for the cost of a non-
perishable food item and a donation of $5.
“The best part was knowing that the donations would 
benefit the Long Island Council of Churches,  
New Beginnings Brendan House, and 
St. John’s Nepomucene,” said 
Cosmetology Teacher 
Carolyn McNiff.
An Afternoon of 
Beauty was 
held in two 
locations, 
Riverhead 
and 
Oakdale. 
Over 
$1,030 
was raised 
along with 
hundreds of 
non-perishable 
food items.

AN AFTERNOON OF BEAUTY

   Students Stella Bianco  
   and Michaela Johnson from  

       Eastport-South Manor CSD and  
                               Hailey Passini, a student from East Moriches UFSD,  
              pose with Director of Career, Technical, and Adult Education  
             Leah Arnold, ESBOCES Board Trustee Catherine Romano,  
             and members of the community who attended and received     
             services at the Afternoon of Beauty in Riverhead.

Student Mallory Haffner, Patchogue-Medford 
UFSD, gives a manicure to a young lady from 
the community at the Afternoon of Beauty held  
at the Academy at Milliken Technical Center. 

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here
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Students helping other students – that was the motivating 
factor behind the recent laptop donation from Giovanni 
Chiarelli’s class at the Long Island Academy’s Bixhorn 
Technical Center to fellow students at the Bellport 
Academic Center. Chiarelli teaches the Computer 
Technology and Repair Program. His students overhauled 

eight laptops and presented them to fellow students 
at the other school. Bixhorn Technical 

Center is part of the Eastern Long 
Island Academy of Applied 

Technology, the Career 
and Technical Education 

arm of Eastern Suffolk 
BOCES. Bellport 
Academic Center 
is an Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES 
school that 
provides special 

education services 
to high school-aged 

students. “This was 
a complete surprise 

for those students who 
received the laptops,” said 

Chiarelli. “They had no idea it was 
in the works, which was terrific. This was a 

fantastic opportunity for my students to use their time 
and skills to benefit others.”

LI ACADEMY STUDENTS REPAIR, 
DONATE LAPTOPS

Students from Bellport Academic Center  
hold the laptops they received from 
 the Computer Technology and  
Repair students at Bixhorn  
Technical Center.

Dental Assisting students at the Academy at Bixhorn Technical 
Center invited preschoolers and high schoolers from the Early 
Childhood Education Program from the Academy at Milliken 
Technical Center to their classroom to learn about proper dental 
hygiene and to alleviate their fears 
about going to the dentist. 
They did this by engaging 
the students in fun and 
educational activities. 
Dental Assisting 
students read the book 
Dora the Explorer Show 
Me Your Smile,  
an adventure story 
about visiting  the 
dentist, to the 
preschoolers then the 
preschoolers brushed the 
teeth of Miguel the Shark,  
a hand puppet, and lastly, they 
took a ride in a real dentist’s chair.

BRUSHING FEARS AWAY  
ABOUT GOING TO THE DENTIST

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here
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INSURANCE INDUSTRY GIANT 
SUPPORTS  
TRADE SCHOOL GRADS
Allstate Insurance Company, the second largest personal 
lines insurer in the United States, offering automobile, 
homeowner, and renter’s insurance to individuals and 
families, supports developing tomorrow’s leaders today; 
that’s why they are committed to visiting classrooms of local 
career and technical schools teaching Auto Body Repair 
to introduce students to an aspect of the industry 
that students should be familiar with, such as 
estimating collision repairs.
Claim Service Leader Nick Marchese, 
from Allstate, recently visited the  
Auto Body Repair and Car 
Customizing Program at the 
Academy at Milliken Technical 
Center. “Working for an insurance 
company may be an option for 
students and it’s important for 
them to know how to work with 
insurance companies and the 
estimating software used by 
insurance companies,”  
said Marchese.
From dismantling and reassembling 
damaged vehicles, to learning grinding 
techniques, using filler compounds, 
and preparing a care for the refinishing 
shop, students in the Auto Body Repair and 
Car Customizing Program are gaining background 
knowledge and hands-on experience with collision repairs.

Allstate Claim Service Leader Nick Marchese speaks 
to the students in the Auto Body Repair and Car 

Customizing Program about opportunities in the 
insurance industry and shows them 

how insurance estimator 
software works.

Clinical Medical Assisting (CMA) students at the Academy 
at Ward Technical Center in Riverhead and Milliken 

Technical Center in Oakdale hosted separate Healthy 
Heart Clinics in February servicing over 300 clients. 
They practiced the skills they are learning such as 
monitoring body temperature, pulse rate, respiration 
rate, and blood pressure. They also conducted glucose 
and cholesterol testing.

The CMA course 
encompasses anatomy 

and physiology, medical 
terminology, clinical and 
laboratory procedures, as well 
as medical law and ethics.

IT FEELS SWEET  
TO HAVE A HEALTHY HEART

EASTERN LONG ISLAND
ACADEMY OF APPLIED TECHNOLOGY

Find Your Future Here

For more news and information about the 
Eastern Long Island Academy of Applied Technology,  
please visit our website: www.academyli.org

Follow the 
Academy on

Download 
our 

mobile app!
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Clinical medical assistants perform a variety of tasks 
which may include assisting with physical examinations, 
routine office testing, phlebotomy, and EKG testing. 

The Adult Education Clinical Medical Assisting (CMA) 
Program is different from other schools because it 
offers a skill lab where students practice and perfect 
venipuncture in addition to educating students 
in medical procedures, patient care, clinical skills, 
procedures of medical asepsis, and the fundamentals 
of health science. Venipuncture is the surgical puncture 
of a vein for the withdrawal of blood. 

CMA Teacher Terri Paduano said, “Some schools do 
not do live draws. It’s an invasive experience to draw 
blood from a person. Here in the Adult Ed CMA 
Program, when we get to the Phlebotomy Unit, we 
do live draws in the class.” CMA students practice 
venipuncture on the LPN students enrolled at 
ESBOCES. Practicing and perfecting the art of 
venipuncture is very beneficial because it opens 
the doors for graduates to get national certification 

as a phlebotomist and secure employment in blood 
centers, labs, doctors’ offices, and hospitals.

Bay Shore resident Julie Brown says she plans to 
attend Stony Brook University after she attains her CMA 
certification to further her nursing career. She said, “The 
CMA course is helping me understand more about the 
body. It’s very hands-on, so I’m getting a great deal of 
experience, especially with things like venipuncture.”

CMA STUDENTS PREPARE FOR NATIONAL CERTIFICATION

Follow us! Like us! Share us!

Adult Education  
Clinical Medical Assisting student Julie Brown  
practices venipuncture on LPN student Stephanie Chavez.

BLC’s new class president and vice president, Bobby and Nidia.

Brookhaven Learning Center recently welcomed a new 
class president and vice president. Let’s all congratulate 
President Bobby and Vice President Nidia, who 
campaigned hard during the last few weeks. The new 
team received the most votes from their classmates  
and will do their best to serve the school.

CAMPAIGN RESULTS AT BLC


